


Pathway of Parental Unpredictability
Inspired by true events



Pathway of Parental Unpredictability

SCENARIO 1: It’s dinner time and your 4 year old son asks for 
his third helping of penne pasta.   Do you…

1. Tell him that if he’s still hungry he can eat more vegetables
2. Give into his cuteness and load his plate up with more pasta
3. Tell him no because it will make his tummy hurt



Pathway of Parental Unpredictability

SCENARIO 2: Following dinner your (very full) 4 year old wants 
to wrestle on the floor.   Do you…

1. Knowing he has a full belly, you suggest instead that you do a 
puzzle or color at the table.

2. Tell him to go outside & play on the swingset with his sisters.
3. Immediately suplex him into the couch  and then toss him 

around like a rag doll.



Pathway of Parental Unpredictability

SCENARIO 3: Later that evening, just as you are about to drift 
off to sleep, you hear your son calmly tell you that his tummy 
hurts.   Do you…

1. Immediately grab your son and run him to the bathroom.
2. Nudge your spouse and say “it’s your turn.”
3. Take him back to bed and rub his tummy till he falls asleep.



Pathway of Parental Unpredictability

SCENARIO 4: Immediately upon entering the bathroom your 
son begins projecting penne all over the floor.   Do you…

1. Point him towards the toilet.
2. Point him towards the bathtub.
3. Slip on the partially digested pasta and fall onto the floor.



Pathway of Parental Unpredictability

BONUS: Your spouse is standing in the doorway laughing at 
what just occurred while you sit, covered in vomit and in pain 
from the fall.   Do you…

1. Throw pasta at him/her
2. Sarcastically “thank” them for their concern
3. Join them in laughing at the ridiculousness of the situation





Purpose of Family Dedication

To begin equipping parents to be the 
primary disciplers of their children.



Do not despise these small 
beginnings, for the LORD 
rejoices to see the work begin, 
to see the plumb line in 
Zerubbabel’s hand.

Zechariah 4:10



This is what the Lord says to 
Zerubbabel: It is not by force 
nor by strength, but by my 
Spirit, says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies.

Zechariah 4:6



work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it 
is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his 
good pleasure.

Philippians 2:12-13



GROUP PRAYER | 4-6 in a group

● Pray for God’s strength to begin the work in light of the 
daunting task and heavy work ahead.

● Pray for wisdom to understand and deal with the 
obstacles that will present themselves in the future. 

● Thank God for His promised power and presence through 
His Spirit. (Zech 4:6, Phil 2:13, Matt 28:20)

●
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Purpose of Family Dedication

To begin equipping parents to be the 
primary disciplers of their children.



What is Family Dedication?

A commitment, among the local body of 
Christ, to intentionally teach and model 

the gospel life within the household.



3 Principles
Foundational truths for the parenting journey



Principle 1

Children are a heritage and a gift

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord,  
the fruit of the womb a reward.” 

Psalm 127:3-5  



Principle 2

Children need parents not 
simply friends/caregivers

“Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him is diligent to discipline him.” 

Proverbs 13:24  



Principle 3

We are only stewards
of our children

“To one he gave five talents,to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went away.” 

Matthew 25:15 



4 Commitments
Practical confessions for forward momentum  



Commitment 1

I will choose this day
to live the gospel life
“Only let your manner of life be worthy

of the gospel of Christ...” 
Philippians 1:27a



Commitment 2

I will embrace the privilege and 
responsibility of being my child’s 

primary discipler
“You shall teach them diligently to your children...” 

Deuteronomy 6:7



Commitment 3

I will strive to love my child with 
the unconditional love of Christ
“And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 

us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 
Ephesians 5:2



Commitment 4

I will pray for my child to know 
Christ as Savior and live the 

gospel life
“I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers....having the eyes of your hearts enlightened...” 

Ephesians 1:16-19



3 Principles
1. Children are a heritage and a gift
2. Children need parents not simply friends/caregivers
3. We are only stewards of our children

4 Commitments
1. I will choose this day to live the gospel life
2. I will embrace the privilege and responsibility of being my child’s 

primary discipler
3. I will strive to love my child with the unconditional love of Christ
4. I will pray for my child to know Christ as Savior and live the gospel 

life

FAMILY PRAYER







What is Family Dedication?

A commitment, among the local body of 
Christ, to intentionally teach and model 

the gospel life within the household.



The fastest growing 
demographic in the religious 

identification category?



The fastest growing 
demographic in the religious 

identification category?

NONE!!



Judges 2:10…”And all that generation 
also were gathered to their fathers. And 

there arose another generation after 
them who did not know the LORD or 
the work that he had done for Israel.”



Why is it so important to model 
accurately and properly something that 

you are teaching?



Why is it so important to model 
accurately and properly something that 

you are teaching?

Hypocrisy!!



Living the Gospel Life

The discipleship path of adults; 
Loving God through relationship and 
following all that He has commanded 

in obedience.



Intentionally Teach 

Model



In order to Intentionally Teach well, we 
must be teaching the Intentional Truth 

of God’s Word.



Intentional Truth

Are you speaking the truth of God’s 
Word?

Are you getting them under the 
teaching of God’s Word?



Intentional Truth

Make sure those we are speaking to 

understand what God’s Word is saying, 

compared to what your preference or 

principle is. 



Intentional Truth

Be so cautious to deliver truth to them 

and use opportunities around you to 

talk through truth with them.

 



Intentional Truth

Shape their heart, not just their 

behavior.  



Model

If we are going to teach the 
intentional truth found in God’s 
Word, then we MUST model it.



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

Pay attention to the order in which 
the structure of the family is 

addressed within these chapters.



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

1. Personal
--Eph 4:1-5:21



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

1. Personal
--Eph 4:1-5:21
 --Matthew 5; The Beatitudes



The Beatitudes
--Poor in Spirit
--Those who mourn
--The meek
--Those that hunger and thirst for righteousness.
--The merciful
--The pure in heart
--The peacemakers
--Those persecuted for righteousness sake
--REJOICE and be glad!!



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

1. Personal
--Eph 4:1-5:21
 --Matthew 5; The Beatitudes

Individual intentional effort to follow after Christ.



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

2. Marriage
--Eph 5:22-33

 



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

2. Marriage--
The roles of both Husband & Wife

--Wives:  Submit and Respect
--Husband:  Love as Christ

 



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

2. Marriage--
In marriage, being who you are supposed 

to be before the Lord takes great intentionality 
and effort.

 



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

“The sins and struggles of marriage, like 
weeds, grow even when unattended, but 
the fruit and blessings of marriage, like the 
fruit or blessing of the vine, only grows 
when given proper attention.”

 



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

3. Family life
--Eph 6:1-4

 



Model
Eph. 4-6 & Matt. 5

3. Family life
--Children will mirror our model long before 

they mimic our message.
 



Model

Using the model of Eph. 4-6, 
remember God first(individual), 
marriage second(spouse), family 

third(child).



Living the Gospel Life

The discipleship path of adults; 
Loving God through relationship and 
following all that He has commanded 

in obedience.





Creating 
Healthy Rhythms


